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STADIS ///////////////////////////////// 

EXDIS 

FOR DEPUTY SECRET ATY CHRISTOPHER FROM JORDEN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS/ PN, SNAR 

SUBJECT: PANAMA S DRUG ENFORCEMENT RECORD 

REF: CHRISTOPHER/JORDEN TELECON 

1 . PURSUANT TO OUR TELECON YESTERDAY, THE FOLLOWING FACTS 
SUPPLIED BY DEA PANAMA SEEM HIGHLY PERTINENT: 

IN 1976. PANAMANIAN AUTHORITIES ARRESTED 32 TRAFFICKERS AND 
SEIZED 42,626 GRAMS OF COCAINE HCL. IN 1977, 41 TRAFFICKERS 
WERE SEIZED AND 92,760 GRAMS OF COCAINE HCL WERE CONFISCATED. 

THUS FAR IN 1978 (I.E. IN ONLY SEVEN WEEKS) 24 DEFENDANTS HAVE 
BEEN ARRESTED AND 6,700 GRAMS WERE SEIZED. THE STREET PRICE 
OF THESE SEIZURES WOULD BE MORE THAN $22 MILLION. 

2. DURING THIS SAME PERIOD (1976 TO DATE), PANAMA HAS EXPELLED 
MORE THAN A DOZEN U.S. CITIZENS TO THE U.S. OR CANAL ZONE 

IN CONNECTION WITH MAJOR CONSPIRACY CASES WITHIN U.S. 

JURISDICTION. SINCE 1971 PANAMANIAN AUTHORITIES HAVE EXPELLED 
40 U.S. CITIZENS OR THIRD NATIONAL IN COOPERATIVE BILATERAL 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS. 

3. IN ADDITION, DURING 1977 GOP AUTHORITIES HAVE FROZEN SEVERAL 
ACCOUNTS IN LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL BANKS WHEN THEY RECEIVED 
INFORMATION (FROM US) THAT THESE ACCOUNTS WERE OWNED BY DOCUMENTED 
INTERNATIONAL TRAFFICKERS. THE VALUE OF THOSE FROZEN ACCOUNTS 

IS IN EXCESS OF $10 MILLION. 
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4. THIS IS HARDLY THE RECORD OF A COUNTRY THAT IS "SOFT ON 
DRUGS." I AM TOLD THAT THE VOLUME OF COCAINE SEIZURES IN 
PANAMA LAST YEAR (1977) EXCEEDED THAT IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA 
- WHICH IS CONSIDERABLY LARGER, A PRIME ENTRY POINT FOR DRUGS 
AND WITH AN ENFORCEMENT CAPABILITY FAR IN EXCESS OF THAT OF 
PANAMA. THIS MIGHT BE CHECKED WITH DEA. IN ANY CASE, IT 
SEEMS TO ME THE ABOVE DATA COULD BE USED EFFECTIVELY BY OUR 
FRIENDS IN THE COURSE OF TUESDAY S CLOSED SESSION. 

JORDEN 
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